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ABSTBACT 

In expla.ining the pre-^law recruitment campaign and 
curriculum pians of the Speech Communication Department at Drake 
University, this paper places emphasis on the department's broader 
eclectic approach to human behaviot and communication theory as it 
relates to law and otner aspects of life. The curi;iculum for the 
pre-'^cw communication major is flexible to meet the needs' of the 
student and is planned with the student and his major advisor « The 
program includes approximately 36 credits of communication. courses; 
15 credits of reguitements from English, psychology, and American 
history; 40 credits of a correlated complement for law school 
developed by the advisor and advisee from' accounting, econoitkics, 
political science, sociology, and English; 9-- 18 credits of an 
introduction ,to legal subjects for undergraduates in cpnstitutibnal 
laif, administrative law, and business law; and 15-24 credits in 
various elective subjects. (BB) 
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■ " I 

As a dcpartnent chairrnan and as a raamber of the Association 
( oi" Departments and Administrators .in. Speech Communication 

^ell aware that the age of cofet. accounting by university administra- 
tors has arrived© This reality v;ith declining or stabilizing 
enrollments means that departments must be sensitive to the numbers 
. -£rame--that is; the number of academic majors served end the actual 
, student-faculty ratio in class^Sa One of the- many things that has 
been done as a result of the above reality is that departments 
have investigated the x'ocruitment of students in ways not previously 
or fully d^eyelopedi" I plan to address myself to on£ of the ways 
in 'which our field and indi^'idual- departments of Speech Communication 
can attract more dsolared* majors and more students in courseso 

It is no' secret that the legal profession has mushr.oomedo In 

factp law is the fastest-growing profession in the nation^ It iia 

estimated that today^s 375eOOO lawyers will. almost double by 1985o 

Students' taking the J^.aw-Schooi Admission Tests have increased, by 

29? percent from 30,500 in 1963 to 1?.1,300 students in 1973-' There 

are now more than 106,000 persons studying law which is said to 

• be the largest single g^S^oup in p&stgradua*fee professional educationo 

In 1973p for the first tiine in history^ not a single unfilled /seat 

existed in the country.^ s 15? ABA approved law schools « ^Even" at 

' ' ' .- • 

; this moment the admissions to law schools are at an all-time high--*-? 
estimated at approximately 85^000 corapeting for o?ily 37.»700 
^ ' openings 
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with . such a proMforaVcing intt^re3t in the study of law one can 
Imagine what the interest in pre-law activities is and is likely to' 
be' in' the future « I firmly believe that the time is ripe for the 
fiel(a of Speech Corimunication to actively attract a greater share 
of the undergraduate pre-law students o Our appeals in recruiting ' 
should be^ quiclvly commenced and directly , related to the needs of 
this grcup of students a , « ' ^ . 

Thus faro the fields of political science^ business, English^ 
histpryp and Gcpnomics have been most prominently thought ^<)f as • 
api^ropriate academic majors f or pre-law studentso ,0f c6urse'j no 
approved field or fields e:cist for lay; school preparation o The 
Association of American bav/ Schools recommwids a rigorous and well« 
rounded education focusing on a variety of dispiplini^JS including 
oral and v/r*itten comnunicationo . ' ' y 

Last year my department developed a ipodest Pre-Lav; Communication 
Programo We tried, to show how our new program had the flexibility 
cont'^nt^j and rigor to more than ^adequately preparp one for law * 
schools Although th'o Pre-Law Cpmmunicati on Program v/as both new 
and modest in effort e::pended and publicity V we are pleased with 

* ■ \ • ' 

the resultB and fului'-e pyospectso TWervty. percent of our ma^o:c-3 aj.-e 
nov; in this programc To be fair^ I rvast admit /bhat our dcpartnent, 
only att;ract-:?d about 12 percent in ne,vg inajorst; while the remaiimig^, 
8 percent came frorrr majors sv/itching from another dopartnental ' 
program to the Pre-*Law Comniunication Prorrramo next year we do .not 
plan to be as modest in our offorta to attract more fjtudonts i;ito 
our new program o We are confident that; our efforts will continue 
tn yield ' impressive results^ . ' 



^ - ,3 

■ 'Another desirable tieaefit of the pro-laW emphasis is that the 
type of student attracted lias been for the most part of high academic 
quality.. I. feel strong].y that any recruiting pro;^.ram in our fielc 
should focus on obtaining the good academic student, rather than 
just more students o Stfll another benefit of our dapartmont^s 
efforts is. that the percentage of pre-lav; studonts from other 
majors taking nine or more credits (three coiir'aes) in our department 
h^s substantially incre^isedo 

4-' 

' • III 

The past and potential future success in developing a Prs-Law 
Comwinication ew}->hasi3 is probably dependent on a sustained ca/npai:gn 
wi-tfiin our field*. Our department at Drake Univet^ltjr hss been 
developing such u sustained campaign ..but so far it has focused 
primarily ony students already at the university o There .is a need 
to go outside the un5.versity to attract area college^ transfer^ and 
high school^ otudentSo The recruiting task outside the university 
v/oald be easily if wore departin'ente developed campaign-s to ^hovj 
ho^ appropriate the field. of speech communication is for law school' 
p^paratipn-i I am aware that the number of departments now 
e)fferihg legal communi<iaticn courses is indeed i.y^creasing^ Oogop 
l^ke Forest University f= thj University of Delaware^ Macalester 
College^ Loyola University ^ the ' University of Utah, and Drake 
Univcirslty^ ' 

- At this time I would like to explain the nature of the su's- 

tained Pre-Lav/ carftpai^n that our department h^s and plans to' 
.implement at DraJ;:p Universityo ^ ^ 

" . ■ ' .. >■ .... ^ - V 
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Irtiag;es Qur 'first tasR ha.s ^een" tro" communica-te be tter our philosophy 
of what wo do and do r,ot do in the de*partmento We have had to re- 
shape thinki.ng that Speech GammuTiicaticn wa^ platform speaking and 
forsnsics period • We Have tried to convey our/broader eclectic 
approach to humvi behavior and communication theory as it relates 

' to lav/ and othe:r aspects of lifeo : | 

. ^. • . 

.'( ' . . , ■ 

^^3clcmig._I?rp^g2^^ The . curriculum for the Pre-Law CoTnmuiiication 
major is .flexible to the needs of the otud-ant and is planned v;ith 
the studertt and hi.s wa^or' advisor* The program includes approxi- 
lately 36. credits of communication courses; : 15 credits of require- 
ments (English^ psyc^iologyp and American histqry)^ ^Q^ cradits of a 
correlated complement for law school-'*»developed by. %hB advisor and 
the advisee {e^g^c^ accounting, economics^ political science© 
sociology and English)] 9-13 ci>editJ3 of an introduction to legal 
- sub J ects . (undergraduate courses--eogc , constitu-tianaL iaw^ adminis" 
trative laW; ?.nd Inxslp^ss la>j^)> and 15*'2^t credits foy: electiveso ' 

We have developed and taught tv/o courses specifically orientated 
toward oom?7iuniGation and law--a beginning communication course for 
Pre-Law students and a more advanced course called Judicj.al 
C6viimunic9 tion Theor^y. In addition^ we^havc a core of other coursej-j 

wJiic)) include specif ic units on aspects which relate directly to 

. . - *» • • 

legal situ^tipnsz small group comjTiu.ni cation (juries and group 

■pr^ssuiro ) reasbnin^ in corrimuni cation « pprsuasicnT. parl iamentary 

procedure} and .classical rhetoric^ These courses attract a sub~ 

■ stintla.1 number of non-majorsyvvho are interested in lav; including 

♦ a few lav; students 0 ^ 

er!c 



C?h3 bs^ginnxng speech communication course fcr pre-law students 
is a survey course blending interpersonal coiMiuinicsition and public 
^ speaking as they apply to law* Also included arr-^ units on in'cer- 
viev;ing aa it applies to clients End witnesses and nonverbal com- 
munication in the courtroomo 

Jiidicial^ CorniunicRt5 on Thoovy Courso t This eourso was taught during 
the Fa.ll (1973) ser.iester and included five parts: theory observa-' 
tion ftnd analyr,i3$ spplication^ guest lecturess, ani research papers i 
The thepry lectures covered a variety of topics o No attempt was 
made to teaeh 3 aw perse or courtroom for^nsicso The' topics focused 
on ccmmunication skills and research as rel.aited to interviewing of / 
clients^' exa^niination of v/itnessos and jurors > and V.egotiation j on 
coromujiica tion theory c e^goa the sustained communica'tlon campaign 
in the pre-trial .process , during the trialr and after the trials 
and on the coiwnwiication issues in the law^ e.go^ understandable 
jury 5.ns true tio PIS i> m^lttsn or oral jury insirructiewsp unanimwis or 
less tten unani^^'vis jury decisions, six or twelve wtember juries ^ 
sjnnbbiic eoir\d\^ct and the First Amendment guarantees, and the 
judge ^s furv&tion as a 'regulato-v* of corrirnunicationc 

^ The O'^servs^tion and analy^^ is portion of the course included 
selected 'vinitB J reports 5 ana -aha3.ys.es of /the .Towct Suprer^e Couz^vr 
federal couPtj polk- County Dictricl; Gourt.' munici pal courts Orj.ko 
Lfniversitj' Law School Moot Court r ^md vide'o tapes of simula t<3:e< jury 
deliberations « Tho studauts v.'ere asked to aip^jly \A/hct they h^id 
learned as Ju.rors in the mock tri^-.ls* as .vixtnesses in,11ie mock 
trialfJo ii^ civLl necotXdiion exercises:, and in othr;r limited role 



: playing aitust tri.on^y Gueat lf>cturen: wsro 3J.r>o ivvi'a^a to sliare 
their !aiov:I??d5i^^ i^iCe^ a 3.aw school Dean, s lav/ n:;n3ol prafai;nor^ 
an attorney, an assistant attorney general ? aAck a trial judgc^ 
Students also va^ofco tv/o research papers on s«?fn^ cowwunicatlon 
aspect of the l.av/5 o»grj v/itne^^F credibility^ functions of o.peni:ag 
and closim; arguments , use of objections ^ and symbolic conduci 
and freodori of speech c 

' >3tiidy Tour :? In fohT\xs.rz' of this year the departwent sponsored a 
study t^^ur to Vlaghiai.'^tpn^ boCc for fiix dayf t-o o'bs<3rve and 
analyze the era! argua-ients before the Unit«^d Si:atag Supremo Uourt 
and to analyse ths commit'tee work of Congressional. coirL^ittf^eso 
Forty-six students c mosi: of whom were pra-Xau^^ v^ent on the touro 
They prepared prior to leaving on the .trip by reading selected 
• tirticlcs about the Supreme Court, by raading the b.rieife of the 
cajses \;hieh v;o.uld be heard? and by iiartlcf pat^ng in a conference 
telephone interviev/ v/ith a deputy cler}c. the oowrto Wliile we 
v;ere in Washlngtonf D.Gc they analysed -the oral ai^umer.ts heforo 
the pourt and inten/iev^ed cletrtej juiiicisii. fel)i.aws> Justice 
Douglat3 arid a viuinber of Seiiators and Repre'seMrhtrJ vegr. The fitudy 
tour war; considered an cutstanding success and lielj^ed to provide .. 
:nore inr^ight into the ro.le of ccmmap.ication in la^'^ 
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Our future sustained Pre**Law campaign will include the areas 
covered in III above:, as wcill as the following t 

Judicial In tert i Progrriraa The Judicial Intern pi^oufram is sponsored 
by the Office the Administrative Assistant to tho. Chief Justice 
of the United States^ The program offers an oppo:;trjiity for highly 
talented, students (cj.vaduate or undergraduate) in law? rjanagenient c r 
and the social ijciences to gain an appreciation for the corrplexities 
of judicial aciministration and at the same tiioe to contribute to the 
data gathering- research;, and plcinning carried out by the judicial 
administrative office of the Chief Justice* Those selected ''for 
this prcgrani must be able to live in Washington* D^C« during their 
internship 

These internships are avc-ilable on a competitive basis (one 
applicant per school) for the Fallj spring, and sununer termsc The 
interns receive r.o pay*. The Spesch communication Department will 
adrainister the intern applications for DraKe XJnitersity and vill 
offer a semester- s credit (16 hours) to those students fortunate 
enough tro be selected for the int^ernshioo 

We also are currentl.y attenpting to develop a limitj^d judicial 
intern pxograir with thn Io*.;a Supreme Courts One or two credi.t hours 
will be available for this local internehi-po ^ * - ^ 

since the Spe§ch Communication Departmetr^t will administer the. 
judiciri'l inte.ryi orograrrs:. ve vrill be» Inj conrJact with sorr.« of the 
most talentefi! Drake students vho are. interested in lav. We hav^ 
fpund ferom I'v-crperic^nc.? tViat once the students have been exposed tcs 
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* tixo opportunities that the Pre-Law Communication program offers in 
the Speech Cc-rfiwiinicatidn Departmsiit, one in t^n choosGS to switch- 
his academic major to our department arid apprcximatoly 409b minor 
in Speech ComjmiJ5iication« 

Lecra 1 comin un i ca 1 5 on^^yent^ Next year our department: will include 
two .legal communication events in the Drake University High school/^ 
Invitational Forensic Tournament o These events will be ae follc^mt 

The Supreme Court Ar-gumentsji Oral argucneitte for or against a 
case developed' from written briefs provide:? ea^cli sideo Each :5id<5 
will have 30 mi^iutes to argue its case? ; including answering qu^as*" 
tions from a panel of thre?! judges:. Judc^ss for ty^e Initial 'rounds? 
will be selected f rem sei\i<3r la\7 ^\3ideutsp while the finai and semi- 
final rounds -will us^ judges who are law prof ^ssorsp attorneys;^ and 
trial judgeSo - , . , ■ . * 

The Negotiation I'oujmamGnt? plaintiff and defend<int sides v\ill 
negotiate a sc*tlement in. a civil cass from a detailed sot of fa<:ts:> 
. stipulationsQ etcc, l:>ut each r^ide ^^^ill have Tin , additional set of con« 
fiiaentic:! facts! ^And conditions vhich may gffect the outcome of the 
settlement if the other side K^iev the inf orma.tiono Each case wi.ll 
be a plaintiff's casa in that some. se*;:tleiusnt vili be madsc but i:hei 
crucial issue is how much nioney is a sp/cief actrory settteinorito A 
settlement must be reached within a specified time limit <eog. 105 
niinutrs) or «lse both sides 'aire disqualified f*or fui:\irG roundso The 
sides with the highest plaintiff awardr, and the? sidos with ths loweEt 
defendqint awards will bo power laatchcd* Two winners will emerge^*) 
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the side with th« top plaintiff award and the sidc i^fith the most 
successful defendant (lowest plaintiff avard)c " , 

. Perhap?5 tha Mterican Forensic Association can 2>e persuaded to 
develop and sponsor such legal 'communication events in order to pro-^ 
mote the fie3d among the proliferating numbers interestred in lawo 
My depaftment is more iiKeiy to be successful in its svistalncd pre^ 
lav caznpaigK if Ti^ticnal leadership exist:s to encourage and imple^ 
ment pri^^law programn in many Speech Cc^mminicc\tion" .pepartknentc5 and 
in our regional and national coTJnunication asstjci ationsf We raay be 
able to pat:tern ncjtional contest in oral supreme Court arguments 
or negotiations after tha foinjiat v\sed in the National DiscussicTj 
Contest Q 

Sil£S£^J?.f^l?J?J:*X_?.^.^^ ^'''^^ department has and will expand its guest 

scholcir visits "to ^phasize ccmrwitnication and laW. at Dralce univGrsity^ 
It is important to ^s^tress that do not have to always call u^on 
trained iB^yess and jv^ji'tgss with JoD* decrees to be our guestso Thc2 
communicate ion field has many highly qualifiec*. isxperts in coiTununica--* 
tio.n and lavo For exaJnple# my departip^^nt has invited Richard Rielce^ 

Chainr.an of the Communication Department, University of vtahs *o maKe 

'1 ■ . " ., , - 

two presentations tfc> our students next ^i^jnth on legal co7nraanicatio:i 
topicsc " Oi'-hers in our field who' could sarve as excellent resource 
people to build the pre-laT«r emphasis in'cJLude thos:? on this pr'ogram-'*-- 
professors* Anapol;, Kane> and Hayefj^ but T ^an al^>o include Wo scctt 
Nobles (Tiacalester college)^ CTcan Kesslev (Lovola iJni varsity )c Charles 
' Tucker (Northern Iliinoie univer*'^ity Gerald Miller (Michigan Stata 
University) Robert Watson (Ohio Jjtate univer.^lty Law school )f, and 



10 

Charles Do smi^-.h (Syracuse university)*, A numtier of c^csirtG also * 
exist in other disciplines such as sociologyj> arrthyopology^ end 
psycholbgy who conld he cdllsd upoin as guest l^turerso 

Brochures In our departircmt^ are cnryently vriiixig a brochure 
which describes pur Pre^'Lav Comnmnication programo V/e anticipate 
that this brochure vill be helpful to ou.r university, recruiters and 
in our contacts vithhigh school studentsc 

Pre**Law_c on^ni nnl My department also plans to experi- 

ment with summer Pro^-Law workshops primarily for high school juniors 
and seniors^ Perhaps this saine idea might be desirable for vnivoX'^ 
sity studerrtso Thes© wbrkshv»ps may be helpful recnxitiny sessions 
for qi^ality students interested in our pre-* Law comwttnication pro-^ 
gramo ' ' * * , 

Again^ I cc?ntend that the tima is ripe for the iri^:ld cf spoech 
Comrmmication to actively vorlt vith those interested in pursuing la^ 
as a profession.) We vill t^c^ap benefits by developing "^creative ard * 
practical programs in our incJividual academic departmants and 
t:hrough the regional and national cornmunication associations provid* 
ing leadership by ei'icoviraging pre-la'i/ and :ia^; prc^ramso Ths time is 
right for us ^;o^^a)<3 Speech Cor.iinuhic3iticn prominently thought of as ^ 
an excollcnii acdcf^emic laajor for those pursuing la^'fo 



'■ • , • / , • ■ ■ FOCfTNCTKS 

••Arrterica's Lsivyorss .A Sick Profession?'* U dSo .Ncn^s a nd eWorld 
Reparb^ 76 (March 265 1974 )p jppo 23*»28o ^^'^ 

Professor RleKe will speak April 3c. 1974o His presentations 
arc entitlecli •*^31srmcjits o£ the Trial: A 'Jcjcnmiuiication Yieii" 
aiid "An Audience Centered Theorj; of Argiimentalfion and Lav**© 
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